
Jesus is Risen, he is Risen indeed Halleluiah  



Our Services April 2019 

7th  April 2019   Fifth Sunday of Lent 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s All Age Worship 
 

14th April 2019Palm Sunday 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s Holy Communion 
 

17th April 2019  Reflective Night Prayer  

7.30 pm St. Francis  
 

18th April 2019  Maundy Thursday 

7.30 pm St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

19th April 2019  Good Friday 

11.00 am St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church Ecumenical Service 

12.00 Noon St Mary’s Quiet Service 
 

21st  April 2019  Easter Sunday 

9.30 am St Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

28th April 2019  2nd Sunday of Easter 

9.30 am St Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Morning Prayer 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 

psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke    01376 514825 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy  01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken    01376 583846 
 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END> or follow the link 

on our Website (you will need a Facebook account to view this page) 
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An Easter message from your Team Vicar. 

In 1984, just before I turned 9, I remember having a 

conversation with another child in my class at school 

regarding the date which Easter happened to fall upon that 

year. The date in question was Sunday the 22nd April, which 

happened to be the same date as the other child's birthday. I 

can remember being slightly jealous that his birthday 

happened to fall on Easter Sunday, whereas my birthday 

being the on the 21st of April fell of course on Holy Saturday – 

the day before. Though as a consolation,  I also share my 

birthday with HRH Queen Elizabeth II, I have always enjoyed 

having the National Anthem played on BBC radio in the 

morning year after year! 

But this year, the desire of my nearly-nine year old self is 

finally realised, when just a mere 35 years later at the tender 

age of 44, I will indeed share my birthday with the 

celebration of Easter Sunday too. Of course being that I am 

now ordained, this means that rather than simply being able 

to indulge in questionable quantities of chocolate eggs, before 

going off to church, I'll be presiding at the Easter Celebration 

services of Holy Communion instead. However, this is in itself 

a real reminder for me of the joy as well as the blessedness 

of priestly ministry, and then in turn the call to strive to 

approach it with humility and grace too.  

Whilst thinking about this, I would also like to take this as an 

opportunity to say a big thank you, as we  wish 

“Congratulations” to someone else: Many readers will have 

got to know The Rev'd Val Drury over recent years, she is a 

wonderful local priest who very kindly takes some of our 

services on the occasions when I've been unavailable to do 

so, typically when I have been otherwise committed at 

another church within our team. Well on Easter Sunday this 

year, she celebrates 25 years of being ordained to the 

priesthood – and what a wonderful day for this anniversary to 

fall on! So I'm sure that I speak for everyone in 

congratulating her this month for this wonderful milestone, 

and offer her our sincere thanks for all she has done of us 

over the years, and indeed continues to do.  
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But the question poses itself: Which of these two coinciding 

events will I celebrate with the most enthusiasm? Well in a 

sense, this will be difficult to explicitly answer because they 

fall on the same day, they will be celebrated at the same 

time. But in my heart – the answer is clear. Perhaps my 

answer as a priest is somewhat predictable, but the answer 

is Easter. As we get older the years for most of us seem to 

pass faster and faster, and though I am aware that many of 

the readers may be more senior than myself, I've also got to 

an age when I'd be more than happy to be able to apply the 

proverbial 'brake' to the ageing process, and feel the passing 

of the years seem to slow down a little again. Though I have 

pretty much always believed in the philosophy that age 'is 

just a number', and that of far more importance is making 

the most of your life, no matter how young or old by the 

worlds understanding you may or may not be.  

But whatever your view of ageing; I hope that you will agree 

with me that unquestionably, Easter really is something to 

be celebrated. Over the past several weeks, we have 

journeyed through the wilderness of Lent, which I hope for 

everyone reading has provided an opportunity to reflect on 

matters of faith and spirituality – however you perceive God. 

Then in the middle of the month, on the 14th we begin the 

more focused journey through Holy Week, which starts with 

the crowds greeting Jesus as King as he rides into 

Jerusalem; humbly riding on a donkey. When the religious 

temple authorities heard or in some cases even saw this, 

they knew exactly what was going on – being aware of the 

text from the prophet Zechariah 9:9 “Rejoice greatly, O 

daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your 

king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble 

and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” It 

heightened their resolve to try to dispose of Jesus, but more 

importantly unknowingly playing a part in the fulfilling God's 

plan for the redemption of humanity. This in turn led on to 

the events of Jesus' last meal with his friends, (and so the 

institution of the Eucharist), the betrayal and trial, the 

crucifixion, and ultimately of course to the new life of the 

resurrection – pointing the way to the life to come for us too.  
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These events which make up Holy Week and Easter are the 

most central to our faith, and as Christians should be within our 

own lives as a whole too. Through Jesus we are offered 

something greater than the celebration of the start or passing 

of another year of our own lives. We're offered the gift of 

eternal life, and a living, dynamic relationship with God through 

him throughout all the years of our lifetime on earth. Now that 

really is worth celebrating! 

 Just in case anyone is wondering what I'd like in terms of a 

present for my birthday, my answer is also simple. Rather than 

a present, I'd much rather your presence at some (or even all if 

you'd like to come!) of our special services which will be taking 

place this year over Holy Week and Easter. You'll find many 

details inside this month's magazine, or look out for your April 

Pew sheet, information on our parish Facebook page, or feel 

free to give me a ring if you'd like to know more. I won't go 

into the details of all the services which will take place here, 

but of particular note is the special Holy Communion service on 

Maundy Thursday (18th), the three hours (to which you can 

come and go) of devotion service from 12noon to 3pm on Good 

Friday (19th). The All Age super-fun children's' Easter Service 

on Holy Saturday (20th), plus the Service of Light which 

includes lighting the new Easter Candle and the renewal of 

baptism vows on the same evening – all of these taking place 

at St Mary's. Plus of course services at which to share the joy 

of Easter Sunday at the usual times at both St Francis' and St 

Mary's church as well. 

However you choose to spend the Easter weekend, it would be 

wonderful to welcome you along to either of our churches 

whenever you would like to come – or indeed to have your 

presence with us at any time. 

Paul Watkin 
 

 

 

 

********************************** 
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The 50/50 Club February 2019 winners  
1st Mr Banks        2nd Mrs Stubbing        3rd  Mr Staines 

************************************** 

From the Registers Feb / March. 2019 

Funerals Burial  

25 March 2019  Grace Louisa Poulter 

Baptisms  None 

Service of Remembrance Kath Lewis 21 March 2019 
************************************* 

Collects and Readings April 2019 
7th April  5th Sunday of Lent 

All Age Worship 

Readings 

Isaiah 43:16-21 
Phil. 3: 4b-14 
John 12: 1-8  
Collect 

Gracious Father, 
you gave up your Son 
out of love for the world: 
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 
that we may know eternal peace 
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

14th April  Palm Sunday 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Liturgy of the Palms 
Luke 19:28-40 
Liturgy of the Passion 
Isaiah 50.4-9a 
Philippians 2.5-11 
Luke22:14- End of 23 or Luke 23:1-49  
 

Collect 

True and humble king, 
hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 
grant us the faith to know you and love you, 
that we may be found beside you 
on the way of the cross, 
which is the path of glory. 
18th April. Maundy Thursday 
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Holy Communion 7.30 pm St Mary’s 

Readings 

Psalm 22 at End 
Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14  
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
John 13:1-17, 31b-35  
Collect 
God our Father, 
your Son Jesus Christ was obedient to the end 
and drank the cup prepared for him: 
may we who share his table 
watch with him through the night of suffering 
and be faithful. 
 

20th April Easter Sunday 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Acts 10:34-43  
1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
John 20:1-18 Collect 
 

Collect 

God of glory, 
by the raising of your Son 
you have broken the chains of death and hell: 
fill your Church with faith and hope; 
for a new day has dawned 
and the way to life stands open 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 

27th April 2nd Sunday of Easter 

Morning Prayer 

Readings 

Acts 5:27-32 

Revelation 1:4-8 

John 20:19-31  

Collect 

Risen Christ, 

for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 

open the doors of our hearts, 

that we may seek the good of others 

and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, 

to the praise of God the Father. 

 

RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 
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NOTES OF MEETING HELD 5th MARCH 2019 

AT HENRY DIXON HALL, RIVENHALL END 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Anderson, Knubley, 

Prime and Turner 

Also present:  Parish Clerk and 6 members of the public. 

Public Forum 

The following matters were brought to Members’ attention: 

• The Church Road zebra crossing beacon lights are not 

working. 

• HGV damage to footways along Oak Road. 

• A12 consultation delays are leaving local residents in 

limbo. 

• Low bridge warning signs along Oak Road are to be 

replaced. 

Matters for discussion 

Annual Report 2018/19 

The Clerk circulated copies of the report that he and the Chairman 

had compiled for members to review. 325 copies to be printed for 

circulation towards the end of April. The Clerk is awaiting 

confirmation as to who will be attending on behalf of BDC, the only 

speaker agreeing to attend this year. 

Virement for grant to PAIN re the IWMF 

Following a suggestion made at the last meeting, the Clerk/RFO has 

advised that it is feasible for this virement to be made. It was 

unanimously agreed that this virement and payment be actioned. 

Parking on estate grass verges 

The Clerk has requested that the BDC Street Warden inspect the 

Village Green for parking on the grass during the late afternoon and 

early evening. An officer from Greenfields inspected the grass 

verges along St. Mary’s Road and agreed to take action to alleviate 

this problem. 

Future school development on Rickstones Academy playing field 

On 26th February ECC announced that three new schools for 

children and young people with autism and social and emotional 

health needs are to be built in Chelmsford and Witham; the one in 

Witham will be built in Rivenhall on the academy playing field along 
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Rickstones Road. Consultations with local communities are set to 

take place during the spring. Whilst appreciating the need for such 

specialist provision, Members expressed concern that no local 

consultation had been undertaken prior to the announcement and 

that a detailed examination of any planning application will be 

required. 

Highway and PRoW matters 

On 27th February Oak Road was again completely blocked and the 

grass verges damaged when a large HGV was driven towards the 

railway bridge; the Chairman reported this again to ECC together 

with photos taken by residents. 

Kier Highways, on behalf of Highways England are planning to repair 

the A12 potholes at Rivenhall End, also HE confirmed that the A12 

streetlights have now been repaired. 

The new chevron bend warning signs at West Ford Farm Cottage, 

Church Road have been incorrectly installed and will be replaced 

soon.  

Regarding the recent highways work at the Henry Dixon Road and 

Oak Road junction, the ECC engineer claims that the work is to 

specification. The Chairman has disputed this and has sent photos of 

the damage that has already occurred to both the ECC Cabinet 

Member for Highways and the BDLHP officer. The Chairman reported 

that his ECC Highways Liaison officer has apologised about the 

standard of the recent work in Rivenhall and has agreed that it will 

be rectified. 

The poor state of the footway along Rickstones Road has again been 

reported to ECC with a request for repairs. 

General maintenance 

Permission has been given for the maintenance contractor to trim 

back the trees below the Rivenhall Hotel.  

Planning Applications 

19/00138/FUL: Creation of a temporary site compound – Phase 2 

Land at Forest Road. Members had no comments/observations to 

make relative to this application. 

18/02316/REM: Land south of Rickstones Road (Bellway housing 

site). Members noted the total lack of response from BDC and 

requested that the Clerk press BDC for replies to the questions raised 

in his letter dated 21st February 2019 relative to this application. 
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ESS/44/18/BTE/SPO & ESS/01/19/BTE/SPO – Bradwell 

Quarry. 

Decisions regarding both these scoping opinion requests have been 

issued by ECC. 

18/02217/FUL: 453 Rickstones Road – Proposed two storey 

extension etc. 

Application granted by BDC. 

ESS/36/17/BTE & ESS/37/17/BTE: Additional information.  

It was agreed that the Chairman circulate notes to Members so that 

a response can be submitted to ECC between meetings. 

Coleman’s Farm Quarry 

ESS/40/18/BTE 

Serious concerns were raised by Members with regard to the 

proposal in this application to start importing waste materials in to 

the site for re-sale and the accompanying large increase in the 

number of HGV movements to and from the site with no mitigation 

proposed despite the inevitable increase in noise and pollution levels. 

Several residents also raised their concerns about more HGVs using 

roads in the parish and the safety implications of this.  

Having been copied in to the application comments made by Little 

Braxted Parish Council, Members supported their observations 

without reservation and agreed to submit an objection to ECC. 

BDLHP 

The next scheduled meeting is on 28th March 2019 (post meeting 

note: now postponed to 4th April). 

With regard to the ongoing problems along Oak Road, the Chairman 

reported that replacement HGV weight and height warning signs are 

to be installed very soon and that also a request is to be urgently 

submitted for the introduction of an interactive warning system close 

to the recycling site in Oak Road to try to stop HGV drivers going any 

further than that down Oak Road towards the railway bridge. The 

Chairman agreed to contact the ECC Highways Cabinet Member 

regarding reconsideration of the previously agreed but deferred 

scheme for a HGV 7.5T weight restriction extension along Oak Road 

to the A12 (along with a diversion via the A12). (Post meeting note – 

a file has been sent to the ECC Cabinet Member which includes 

several of the photos taken by residents of recent incidents and a 

meeting will take place in April). 
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Correspondence 

Agents for the owner of Stoverns Hall Farm have indicated that 

areas of land to the west and south of the village might be suitable 

for a local housing scheme. It was agreed that any discussion be 

delayed until the June meeting, after the May elections. 

Information exchange and items for the April agenda 

• Motorbikes being ridden along John Ray Walk and in 

Tarecroft Wood. 

Public feedback 

 Footways/cycle ways through Rivenhall Park. 

 Allotment land off Oak Road – possible future use. 

 Potholes along Rickstones Road.  

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 2nd April and 7th May at Rivenhall Village Hall, both 

starting at 8pm. 

************************************** 

Financial Report 2018  

Parish of Rivenhall and Silver End 

 The General Fund had a small deficit of £307.00 leaving a final 

balance of £2,701.00. Once again we were unable to pay our Parish 

Share of £31,060.00 and missed the target by £9,060.00.  During 

the year Rev Paul and the churchwardens have attended several 

Team Council meetings.  Among the items discussed was the Parish 

Share portions.  Each Deanery is allocated an amount (ours is 

£169,000) and it is up to the parish officers to divide up the share 

among the 6 parishes.   It is always a difficult discussion as every 

parish struggles to fulfil its commitment, but Rivenhall and Silver 

End have struggled to pay its full share for several years.  If we pay 

less someone else has to pay more.  However we had many 

evenings of discussion and the final decision was taken that we 

have been overcharged and our share would reduce in 2019. 

Therefore our target for 2019 is £24,468.71.  

 It is very simplistic of me to say that we have sadly lost many of 

our senior parishioners over the last two years, and their 

contribution to the Parish Finances will be sadly missed.  I urge 

everyone to give prayerful thought to increasing their donation.  If 

everyone gave a little more each month the result would be 
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powerful. 

Thanks once more to a very successful Burns Supper and Bridge 

day, and other smaller fund raising events, over £5,000.00 was 

raised to help the General fund.  

St Francis fund is slowly rising and the year end figure is £526.00. 

St Mary’s Fund is very low at £88.00. The storm damage repair 

was carried out by Lodge and Son but the insurance money only 

paid for part of the bill. The general fund had to sub the account by 

£2,300.00 to pay off the debt 

Voluntary planned giving is sadly down on last year.  This year the 

total is about £17,000, which is less than half of the ideal.  This 

figure plus tax recovered should ideally pay our Parish share. 

The Parish gave £54.20 to The Children’s Society, and together we 

gave nearly 70 kilograms of items to the local Food Bank at 

Christmas.  The harvest donations were  given to the young 

vulnerable people of Bramble Court in Witham 

The PCC has received a considerable amount of voluntary help and 

gifts in kind. It is right to identify that many have provided 

professional services free of charge. Braintree District Council has 

maintained the grounds of St Francis without charge. Rivenhall 

Village Parish Council generously provide a grant of £350 towards 

the cost of publishing the parish magazine and the Playing Fields 

Association also donates an annual grant of £120.00 in return for a 

monthly page of forthcoming events in the village.  We are also 

grateful to our organists who so generously give their time to play 

for us, at both churches. 

The Rivenhall School Trustee Account is a connected trust to the 

PCC. It is an account administered by the Incumbent & 

Churchwardens for the benefit of Rivenhall C of E Primary School. 

The PCC are pleased to give each school leaver a Bible, and they 

are very well received by the children.  Over the last few years 

Bryon Coomer has donated some money towards the bibles and 

when the bibles were presented to the 19 children in July, Bryon 

was very pleased to attend the service.  Following his death he left 

a small legacy to the church, half of which was used at his request 

to repair the cremated remains memorial.  The PCC decided to put 

the other half into the funds for the children’s bibles and so this 

fund now stands at £1,190.94 which is invested in a deposit 

account at Barclays, where the general account is held.  

Please contact me at the phone number at the front of this 

magazine if you have any questions.  Many thanks  Ann Clarke 
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April Recipe from Ann Clarke 

Claggum 

Promised from last month! 

Also known as teasing candy and was very popular in 

Scotland at Hogmanay! 

• 2 teacups black treacle 

• 1 cup cold water 

Put the treacle and water into a heavy pan and warm gently 

over a low heat. Then boil quickly until a little of the mixture, 

dropped into cold water, forms a soft ball between finger and 

thumb  (114 degrees on a sugar thermometer). 

Pour into a greased shallow tin.  When cool enough to 

handle, pull out the toffee with hands lightly dusted with 

flour or icing sugar until it becomes pale and creamy in 

colour and twist into long sticks. 

************************************* 

Sky Notes April 2019 

Daylight hours advance rapidly during early April following 

the Spring Equinox and with the clocks having gone forward 

an hour at the end of March. Sunset is at 8pm BST by April 

18th. 

Full Moon this month is on the 19th.  

Mars remains an evening object and drifts eastwards through 

the constellation of Taurus through the month. The young 

crescent Moon on the 9th will form a nice grouping with Mars 

and the bright star Aldebaran in the West after twilight 

fades. Again this is a good time to observe Earthshine on the 

part of the Moon not lit by the Sun. 

Those up late past midnight may notice by the end of the 

month that Jupiter is now visible low in the South East in the 

small hours. About 15 degrees to the right of Jupiter is the 

star Antares, a red supergiant some 600 light years away 

from our Solar System. Antares is truly massive - hundreds 

of times larger than our own Sun. It is so large that using 

specialist equipment, astronomers have reconstructed an 
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image of the disk of the star. 

The April Lyrid meteor shower peaks on the night of the 

22nd/23rd which unfortunately is close to Full Moon so only 

the brightest meteors might be seen as they streak across 

the sky. The Lyrids are one of the oldest recorded showers, 

having been documented by the Chinese 2700 years ago. 

In the last week of the month twilight ends around 10.30 

pm BST and the late evening sky is Moon-free. In the West 

the last of the “winter” constellations are sinking towards 

the horizon with the last to go being Gemini. At this time of 

year this constellation, with a bit of imagination, does look 

rather like its mythological shape of twins standing side by 

side. The bright stars Castor and Pollux (names from Greek 

mythology) mark the heads of the twins. Gemini was one of 

the 48 constellations described by the 2nd century AD 

astronomer Ptolemy.  

Turning to the East, constellations associated with Spring, 

such as Bootes and Hercules are well up by midnight and in 

the North East the familiar bright stars Vega and Deneb are 

showing. Observing with binoculars, Vega can be seen to 

have a bluish tint, which is a result of its high surface 

temperature of around 9500 degrees C, much hotter than 

our Sun. Thousand of years from now Vega will be the Pole 

Star, instead of the current title holder which is Polaris. The 

direction of the Earth's axis of rotation gradually changes 

over time in a process known as precession. A complete 

precession cycle covers 25,770 years, during which time the 

pole of the Earth's rotation follows a circular path across the 

night sky that passes near several prominent stars. 

Sky Watcher 
 

End to End Nature Care. 
The winter schedule of indoor meeting came to a conclusion 

on 20th March with a talk by Peter Walker, a map expert 

from Saffron Walden, on the subject of “County Maps of 

Essex: 1576 to 1805”, which proved to be absolutely 

fascinating. Peter described how Essex’s strategic location 
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has made it one of the more frequently mapped counties in 

the country, starting from 1576 when Christopher Saxton, a 

surveyor from Yorkshire, was selected on behalf of Queen 

Elizabeth the First to produce the first ever maps of the 

counties of England and Wales. Effectively starting from 

nothing, Saxton conducted his survey of Essex in just 7 

weeks but nevertheless the result was quite accurately 

outlined and depicted all rivers and towns and villages, 

though no roads. Despite a number of inaccuracies the 

single sheet map at approximately 1:150,000 scale (2½ 

miles to an inch) was a success and although much copied 

by others remained in print for nearly 200 years,. 

During that period other, often more detailed and accurate, 

maps were produced but they tended to be business 

ventures rather than royal commissions and hence enjoyed 

limited circulation. Indeed that produced by John Norden in 

1594 was not published at all (other than 250 years later for 

historical interest) despite correcting many of Saxton’s 

errors and including some roads. John Ogilby, who led an 

eventful life which included being one of the four “sworn 

viewers” allowed to officially record the Great Fire of London 

in 1666, surveyed with William Morgan a further map of 

Essex which was the first to accurately depict roads and was 

published in 1678, two years after Ogilby’s death. Londoner 

John Oliver produced in 1697 the largest Essex map to that 

point, at 1:100,000 or roughly 1½ miles to the inch, 

although only a single copy is known to survive (the vast 

majority of all these references being held in the Essex 

Records Office in Chelmsford). 

All before were superseded by the collaboration of John 

Chapman, Suffolk-born, and Peter André, of Huguenot 

descent. Their survey of Essex between 1772 and 1774 

resulted in a 26-sheet atlas of the county at 1:31,780 (½ 

mile to the inch) also available in a single large wall map, 

both sold in black and white or, more expensively, colour. 

The mapping was detailed and accurate and is still used as 

an historical reference to this day. It was itself largely 
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superseded however by the work of the Board of Ordnance 

who mapped the county at 1:63,360 (one inch to the mile) 

over four printed sheets which, unlike all before, continued 

the mapping beyond the county boundary. These sheets 

were published in 1805 and despite the smaller scale 

maintained much of the detail and accuracy of Chapman and 

André. 

Peter projected images of these and various other maps, 

often also showing magnified extracts of our local area. 

Witham and Rivenhall are consistently shown on all county 

maps often with Rivenhall Place noted or even depicted as a 

large estate, and Rivenhall End appears on those of greater 

scale. Chapman and André include details such as Hoo Hall, 

Boars-tye Green, Rolfs Farm and Egypt Farm but Peter noted 

that the name “Silver End” first appears on a one-inch 

county map published in 1825 by Yorkshire brothers Charles 

and John Greenwood.  

This was our last indoor meeting of the winter season and we 

start our weekly Wednesday evening excursions on April 24th 

with our annual spring cowslip count, details below. All are 

welcome to join inand further information can be found on 

our website www.e2e.silverend.org or via Simon on 01621 

810141 or 07947 388180. 

 

Date Time Activity Details 

24 April 

2019 

19:15 Cowslip Survey. Meet in the parking area at 

the bottom of the  

track to Tarecroft Wood (TL824171). 

01 May 

2019 

19:30 Church geology and churchyard inverts, St. 

Nicholas' Church, Little Braxted Lane, Little 

Braxted CM8 3EU (TL835147) 

08 May 

2019 

19:30 Tarecroft Wood spring plants: Meet in the 

parking area at the bottom of the track to the 

wood (TL824171). 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Commencing 9th JANUARY , 7.30 -10pm EVERY OTHER MONDAY  (EG 

9TH/23RD JAN 6TH/20TH FEB 6TH/20TH MARCH 3RD/17TH/31ST APR 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Ken Hazell 01621 892417  
or email ken_hazell@icloud.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall,  

Entry £1 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 

Witham & Braintree 
We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 
Funeral Directors Ltd 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 

GCSFD.CO UK 
ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.CO UK 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 
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REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 

07889 110962  

Answer phone at other times 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

• Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

• Computer Viruses Removed 

• Operating System Upgrades 

• Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 

Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

Suffering from memory loss exhaustion 

For all your  C ailments including  

+ Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

+ Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

+ Internet / Email Set-up & Security  

+ Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

+ Software Faults and Crashes 

+ Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

+ Web Design & Computer Training 

+ Software Installation & Removal 

+ Hardware & Software Supplied 
 

         P         

T                                 
M                

E      
                                

S       T                                 
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Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S  LUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General  lumbing 

 

Tel  01376 501577 

Mobile  07973 306693 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TO  ING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUM  GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call  

Tel  01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Surgery Opening hours 

Monday to Saturday for appointments 

 CARING FOR THE PETS OF WITHAM AND 

THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR 25 YEARS  

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY THURSDAYS  

CAT ONLY CLINIC WEDNESDAYS  

Late night surgery Wednesday till 8pm 

62 Braintree Rd Witham 

 Tel: 01376 500038 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 
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Turning the pages of History 
Research by Tracy Scott 

Mr. Robert Scott, in his 80th year, his son Mr. Arthur Scott aged 49 

Mr. Albert Scott aged 27 and on his knee Donald Albert Scott aged 

four months.  Photo taken outside what is now 66 Church Road. 

This month we are looking at an 

event that happened to Mr. Robert 

Scott in 1906 and was recorded in 

1936.  Mr. Scott whom resided in a 

bungalow at Rickstones Road, 

Witham was working for Mr. Walter 

Taber a Rivenhall Farmer and 

Landowner in one of his field’s 

harvesting when he was struck by 

lightning. 

When the lightning struck him, the 

electric current first hit his uplifted 

hand, then passed down his arm 

and the right side of his body.  This 

then burned his watch-key, welded 

the links or the watch-chain 

together like little beads.  It then 

continued down his legs and blew 

the bottoms off his boots.  Robert 

Scott recalled the painful shock…”You would never believe the 

sensation I felt and it laid me up for 16 weeks”. 

Robert was born at Faulkbourne in 1857 and first went to work at 

the age of seven for Squire Bullock, of Faulkbourne Hall, scaring 

rooks at 1/6 a week for seven days.  Mr. Scott informs us that 

“rooks have an appetite on Sundays as well as other days.  After a 

time I could plough, sow, cut, stack and thatch”.  He won many 

prizes for ploughing and horsemanship, and was also accomplished 

steeplechaser.   

In 1909 with his wife and family they moved to Rivenhall and lived 

in Browns Row at Rivenhall End.  He was Clerk to the Rivenhall 

Church for 13 years and served as a Special Constable during the 

war.  Two of his son’s served in the Great War, John with the Royal 

Army Medical Corps and Arthur with the Essex Regt.  At the time of 

the recording of the event ‘Struck by Lightning’ Robert had 17 

grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 
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Rivenhall Carpet Bowls Club 

On Monday the 18th March Rivenhall Carpet Bowls Club were invited 

to have a friendly match with Silver End Carpet Bowls Club who meet 

every 

Monday afternoon from 2pm in the outside bowls club house.   

Sixteen members of Rivenhall played eight games over two hours. All 

were played in a friendly and enjoyable manner, with the results 

very close although Silver End came out on top.  The afternoon 

ended with tea, coffee and cake (Wow what a sponge that was) 

Mick Marshall then thanked Jim and all the club for a wonderful 

afternoon and hoped a return match in our hall would take place 

soon. A very nice way to spend an afternoon. 

************************************** 

Silver End Gardening Club Programme 2019 

TUESDAY 30TH APRIL 2019 @ 8pm 

Illustrated Talk " Hasje's Holland"  with many aspects of Dutch 
Life...an illustrated talk by Harold Mousley (Hasje is Harold's Dutch 
Wife) 

SATURDAY 18th May 2019 

PLANT SALE  8:30am to 12 noon outside the Co-op Supermarket 
Broadway Silver End CM8 3RQ 

TUESDAY 28TH MAY 2019 

An Illustrated Talk on Soft Fruit , covering planting /pruning varieties 
etc By Mike Able 

JUNE 2019 

Garden Visit  MEMBERS ONLY 

14TH JULY 2019 

Coach outing to Hampton Court Palace,ALL coach seats are now filled 

AUGUST 2019 SUMMER BREAK 

TUESDAY 24th SEPTEMBER 2019 

An illustrated talk "Starting with Alpines" by Mike Sullivan 

TUESDAY 29TH OCTOBER 2019 

An illustrated talk "Cosica the scented Isle" By Julia Todd 

TUESDAY 26TH NOVEMBER 2019 

An interactive talk by Anne Latchford from the Coggeshall "Colne 
Valley Tea company" regarding the company and their varieties of 
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tea. Tea products will be on sale after the talk. 

DECEMBER 2019 

CLUB CHRISTMAS MEAL 

28TH JANUARY 2019 

CLUB AGM (plus speaker to be confirmed) 

 

******************************** 

TV Licensing phishing scam 

First identified by the National Fraud Intelligence Bureau (NFIB) in 

September 2018, this continues to be reported to Action Fraud in 

high numbers. Fraudsters are sending the public fake TV Licensing 

emails that are designed to steal their personal and financial 

information. Action Fraud has received over 900 crime reports with 

victim losses totalling more than £830,000. 

How you can protect yourself: 

• Don’t click on the links or attachments in suspicious emails and 

never respond to messages that ask for your personal or 

financial details. 

• Don’t assume a phone call or email is authentic, even if 

someone knows your basic details (such as your name or 

address). Remember, criminals can spoof phone numbers and 

email addresses to appear as companies you know and trust, 

such as TV Licensing. 

Your bank will never call and ask you for your PIN, full banking 

password, or ask you to transfer money out of your account. 

 

******************************* 

Coffee Morning in aid of Lucy’s Uganda Expedition!  

£ 3.50 

Come along on Friday 12th of April from 10 am to 12 pm to 

enjoy coffee, tea, cake and biscuits. 

 

OAK BARN OAK ROAD RIVENHALL CM8 3HF 
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Cleaning Up the John Ray Walk 

Thank you to all who helped on the litter pick on Sunday 

24th March as part of the Keep Britain Tidy, Great British 

Spring clean in Rivenhall. 

All of the John Ray Walk from Rickstones Road up to where 

it opens out into the fields was done, plus much of the 

Tarecroft Woods car park and access up to the wood.  Eight 

people from Rivenhall took part. This is a picture of the 

collection ready for Braintree District Council to pick up ! 

There was the usual large amount of plastic litter, cans, car 

parts etc. We also found a tent. 

It was an unpleasant job picking out many bags of dog mess 

from the hedges. It was definitely a case of 'extreme' litter 

picking reaching for these along some of the very deep field 

ditches!  It is a mystery why these are thrown up into the 

hedges with dog bins available at the car park and where the 

John Ray walk meets Rickstones Road.  

This is the third year that there has been a litter pick in 

Rivenhall for the Keep Britain Tidy Spring Clean - your 

suggestions are very welcome for ideas of areas that could 

do with a clean next spring.  

Please councillors@rivenhallparishcouncil.net  or using 

mailto:councillors@rivenhallparishcouncil.net
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Rivenhall Community Facebook page with any suggestions. 

 If more of you would like to take part you can find out more 
on the website, where there is information for schools and 
other groups who might like to take part, including publicity 
materials that can be used to encourage more people to take 
part: https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/
support-our-campaigns/great-british-spring-clean  

 

British Telecom (BT) Phone Call Tricksters 

Police are reminding people to be aware that fraudsters have been 

cold calling residents on landlines pretending to be from BT. They 

claim your latest bill has not been paid and the account is therefore 

in arrears. 

They then demand that payment is made immediately using a 

credit or debit card; otherwise the telephone line will be 

disconnected. They warn that if you do not pay now it will cost a lot 

more to reconnect it. 

Scammers leave the phone line open 

If challenged, the scammers attempt to demonstrate that they are 

from BT by “disconnecting the phone line for a few minutes”. In 

fact, the scammer simply presses the ‘mute’ button and remains on 

the line preventing the victim from making any calls. 

The fraudsters can hear any attempts made to dial out and once 

you have given up they immediately call back to ask for payment or 

face immediate disconnection. 

BT has stated they may have to call you about a debt, but they will 

never disconnect a phone line during the call.  

 

Although this scam uses the BT name, fraudsters often adapt and 

could use any other service provider to convince you. 

Don't give out any banking details over the phone unless you're 

absolutely certain who you're talking to, and if in doubt hang up 

immediately. 

T                                    

At the moment, when someone makes a telephone call, it is 
possible that the line can stay open, even though the person 
receiving the call has hung up. 

https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/support-our-campaigns/great-british-spring-clean
https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/support-our-campaigns/great-british-spring-clean
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When the person receiving the call picks up the phone again, they 

will not get a dialling tone. 

Even dialling a number on the keypad makes no difference to the 

line, which remains open. The telecoms regulator Ofcom is working 

with the industry to get this changed. 

Please note that Action Fraud is not responsible for the content of 

external websites. 

To report a fraud and receive a police crime reference 

number, call Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 
 

God In The Ocean 

There was a preacher who fell in the ocean and he couldn’t swim. 

When a boat came by, the captain yelled, “Do you need help, sir?” 

The preacher calmly said “No, God will save me.” 

A little later, another boat came by and a fisherman asked, “Hey, 

do you need help?” The preacher replied again, “No God will save 

me.” 

Eventually the preacher drowned & went to heaven. The preacher 

asked God, “Why didn’t you save me?” God replied, “Fool, I sent 

you two boats!” 

 

An elderly lady was well-known for her faith and for her boldness in 

talking about it. She would stand on her front porch and shout 

“PRAISE THE LORD!” 

Next door to her lived an atheist who would get so angry at her 

proclamations he would shout, “There ain’t no Lord!!” 

Hard times set in on the elderly lady, and she prayed for GOD to 

send her some assistance. She stood on her porch and shouted 

“PRAISE THE LORD. GOD I NEED FOOD!! I AM HAVING A HARD 

TIME. PLEASE LORD, SEND ME SOME GROCERIES!!” 

The next morning the lady went out on her porch and noted a large 

bag of groceries and shouted, “PRAISE THE LORD.” 

The neighbor jumped from behind a bush and said, “Aha! I told you 

there was no Lord. I bought those groceries, God didn’t.” 

The lady started jumping up and down and clapping her hands and 

said, “PRAISE THE LORD. He not only sent me groceries, but He 

made the devil pay for them. Praise the Lord!” 
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SPRING CLEANING 

Spring is in the air -  

Wake up with a smile,  

Follow Mother Nature -  

Busy all the while, 

Birds are building nests  

In every bush and tree, 

Lambkins newly born  

Are frolicking with glee! 

Chickens bright and bouncy 

Are darting to and fro,  

Flowers are springing up To 

flourish and to grow. 

Spring is in the air - 

Shake off dust and grime, 

Throw off winter's cloak - 

It's SPRING-CLEANING TIME! 

Turn out all the cupboards, 

Sweep and vac. and mop, 

Take unwanted clothing  

To the Oxfam shop. 

Wipe down all the paintwork, 

Wash everything in sight, ' 

Till your house is sparkling, 

Fresh and clean and bright! 

Spring is in the air - 

So Spring-clean your life - 

Purify your thought, Throw 

out all the strife,  

Clear out dirty corners, Brush 

away the sin,  

Make a fitting place 

For Christ to dwell within - 

Freshen up your attitude, 

Take a brighter view, 

COME ALIVE WITH JESUS - 

Who makest all things new! 
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Rivenhall 
Gardening Club 

Rivenhall, Village Hall 
 

Tuesday 9th April, 7.30pm 
 

All Welcome 
 

Daffodil Show 
and  

Evening Club Meeting 
 
 

 
 

April Competitions 

Horticultural One stem of Flowering Shrub 

Domestic 3 Sausage Rolls 

Flower of the Month 
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracy Scott 571551 

Mobile Library Mon April 8th Beech Road 9.20 to 9.50. a.m. 

Oak Store Rivenhall “Open All Hour” Tel AJ 01376 619395 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Paul Mann 07551 006906 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Women’s Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 





 

Services During Holy Week-Beginning 14th April 

Tue  16th Stations of the Cross  St Mary’s 7.30 pm 

Wed 17th Reflective Night Prayer  St Francis  7.30 pm 

Thur 18th   Maundy Thursday  - HC  St Mary’s  7.30 pm 

Fri  19th Good Friday  -  Walk of Witness  -  10.15 am from out-

side Co-op, Silver End, followed by :- 

11am Ecumenical Service at St Mary’s Catholic Church Silver End 

St Mary’sRivenhall  Quiet Service -  12.00 noon  - 3 pm 

Sat 20th Holy Saturday  -  Evening Service of Light with HC  -  

St Mary’s  -  9.30 pm 

SATURDAY 20th April Children’s Easter Service and 

“Search the Church” Easter Egg Hunt 

12 Noon St Francis Silver End 

2pm St Mary’s Church Rivenhall 

Robert and Anna’s 

Sheep are producing 

many lambs this 

year Charlie and 

Jack together with 

Karen helped deliver 

3 babies this last 

week. 


